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1.0

INTRODUCTION

This Quarterly Progress Report is submitted in accordance with the Bedford Voluntary Corrective
Action Agreement (Agreement) between the U.S. EPA and GM, executed on March 20, 2001. This
report covers the period of the first calendar quarter of 2002 for the GM-Powertrain – Bedford Plant
(Facility).
The next quarterly progress report will be submitted on or before July 15, 2002.

2.0

LIST OF COMPLETED ACTIVITIES

The following documents were prepared and distributed during this quarter:
•

Project Fact Sheet #3 – February 10, 2002

•

Bedford RFI Technical Memorandum 1, 2001 Stream Investigation Data Summary, March
19, 2002.

On-site investigation activities from the RFI Work Plan, which commenced on December 17, 2001,
continued during this reporting period. Approximately 85 soil borings, 15 of which were surface
samples only, 5 wipe samples, 2 groundwater (sumps), and 10 outer casings were completed during
this reporting period. At two of the ten outer casing locations, deep bedrock cores were completed
to approximately 190 feet below ground surface each. Validation of these samples is currently being
completed. It is anticipated that the borings within AOI 9 (Service Tunnels) will be completed
during the next reporting period. Also, bedrock coring will continue during the next reporting
period.
Additional off-site stream sampling activities commenced on January 7, 2002, and will continue into
the next reporting period. Approximately 2,000 samples were collected and analyzed during this
reporting period. As the validated analytical results from the stream sampling event along with a
corresponding table summary and drawing showing sample locations have been received, they have
been distributed to the applicable residents, the U.S. EPA, IDEM and the USFWS. This will continue
for samples collected during the next reporting period.
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GM also completed specific sampling requests made by residents in this quarter. This included
sampling yards, springs, crops, cattle, and garden produce. These analytical results (once validated)
have been included in the stream project data packages distributed to the residents and agencies.
GM will continue sampling additional areas requested by residents, on a case-by-case basis, during
the next reporting period. Blood testing has been made available to residents in affected areas.
Residents can get their blood sampled at the two local hospitals, which will then prepare and send
the samples to the laboratory. GM does not receive any results from community resident blood
testing. The hospitals will distribute the results to the residents directly.
Three residential wells and one cistern were identified and sampled during this reporting period.
One additional well was resampled at the request of the property owner (this well was originally
sampled during the Off-Site Well Survey and Sampling event and did not contain detectable
concentrations of PCBs).
Conference calls between representatives from GM, EPA and IDEM occurred this quarter on the
following dates:

3.0

•

January 9, 2002;

•

February 6, 2002;

•

March 22, 2002; and

•

March 29, 2002.

SUMMARIES OF ALL FINDINGS

Summaries of any findings, which occur after submission of this progress report, will be included in
subsequent quarterly progress reports.

4.0

SUMMARIES OF ALL CHANGES MADE IN THE RFI DURING THE REPORTING
PERIOD

During the on-site investigation, one additional bedrock monitoring well location was chosen and
drilled during this reporting period. This additional location was chosen based on observed springs
near the current National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Outfall 002.

Two

overburden monitoring wells were also installed due to the presence of saturated conditions above
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the bedrock surface (one is located adjacent to monitoring well MW-X085Y070 in Area of
Investigation (AOI) 1; and one is located adjacent to soil boring B-X193Y251 in AOI 4).
Twenty-two additional soil borings were advanced across the site. Eighteen of these were advanced
in AOIs 5 and 6. These eighteen were chosen based on the results of the surface geophysics and
from samples collected from the original boreholes advanced in this area. Three of the 22 additional
soil borings were advanced in the north parking lot to investigate the possible disposal of foundry
sand at that location. The last added soil boring was advanced inside of the Piston Building after the
removal of manufacturing equipment in the south end of this building.
Refer to Attachment 1 for the locations of all additional soil borings and monitoring wells. These
changes to the RFI will be documented in an Addendum to the RFI Work Plan, which will be
prepared during the next reporting period. No other changes were made to the GM Bedford Facility
RFI Work Plan during this reporting period. Any changes made to the Work Plan during the next
reporting period will be included in the next Quarterly Progress Report.

5.0

COMMUNITY RELATIONS

Representatives from GM have met individually with property owners to discuss the results of
sampling activities on their property. GM also held a meeting with invited property owners in the
affected area on March 19, 2002. This meeting covered technical, health, property and
communications information.
On January 9, 2002, GM met with the Bedford City Council to update them on the project. GM
conducted an interview regarding the site with WTIU TV on January 10, 2002. In addition, the local
newspapers have published several articles on the environmental activities at the site.
Ongoing community relations are conducted by GM by maintaining the toll free information
telephone number. Additional information meetings will be held with residents in the future and
individual meetings continue to be arranged to discuss sampling results with individual residents.
GM has also been providing updates on the status of the project to its employees and to local, state
and federal officials.

6.0

CHANGES IN PERSONNEL DURING THE REPORTING PERIOD
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Mr. Edward Peterson was added to the project team during the last reporting period replacing Ms.
Jean Caufield. This change was due to re-assignments of responsibilities within GM. Attachment 2
presents the revised Project Team matrix.
A summary of key project personnel was included in the Community Relations Plan submitted June
6, 2001. Any changes in personnel during the next reporting period will be presented in the next
Quarterly Progress Report.

7.0

PROJECTED WORK FOR THE NEXT REPORTING PERIOD

Site investigation activities from the RFI Work Plan and additional stream field sampling activities
are expected to continue during the next reporting period. Potential interim measures will continue
to be evaluated.
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8.0

COPIES OF DAILY REPORTS, INSPECTION REPORTS,
LABORATORY/MONITORING DATA

Attachment 3 presents laboratory report from Severn Trent Laboratories containing analytical
results from one of the residential wells sampled during this reporting period. Final analytical results
have not been received for the remaining wells, and will be included in the next progress report.
Packages of analytical data from the stream sampling have been sent under separate cover, and will
continue to be sent during the next reporting period. All data will be summarized in tables and sent
to the agencies once completed.
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